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The People's Republic of China has stationed advanced, longrange surfacetoair missiles on an artificial
island in the South China Sea, breaking its own promise to use the islands for peaceful purposes. The
stationing of HQ9 missiles on Woody Island is just the latest provocation in China's gradual takeover of
the South China Sea.
The rest of the world — particularly China's neighbors and the United States — have few good options for
reversing the takeover. China's neighbors in the South China Sea region are unable to agree on a common
policy for opposing her, and the United States has to tread a tricky line between peace and war with the
second largest economy in the world.
Over the past four years, an increasingly aggressive Beijing has sought to claim territory it has regarded as
historically part of China. This includes up to 90 percent of the South China Sea, a body of water that
Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Taiwan all claim part of.
While many countries claim part of the South China Sea, none have claimed — and seized — as much as
China. To support it's claim, China has taken several shoals and reefs and expanded them dramatically
with sand dredged from the sea floor. Legally, China believes this transforms them from nothing more
than navigational hazards to full sovereign territory, complete with a 12 mile territorial boundary and a
200 mile exclusive right to economic development.
China has claimed this island development is entirely peaceful, and undertaken to create tourist
destinations, to protect the local environment, and to help in weather prediction.
Meanwhile, China's actions have demonstrated the exact opposite. Tiny, insignificant islands incapable of
supporting tourism have seen airstrips and harbors enlarged for what may only be military purposes. The
dredging has been an environmental catastrophe, and Chinese fishermen have been observed
intentionally destroying coral reefs.
The deployment of HQ9 antiaircraft missiles, similar to the American Patriot missile, comes after a
Royal Australian Air Force maritime patrol plane flew near China's artificial islands, and a Chinese
communist party newspaper later opined it would be a "shame" if in the future an Australian plane "fell
out of the sky".
China's strategy has been called "salamislicing" — in order to take a salami, cut yourself a thin slice at a
time, until you have the whole thing. The idea is to take just a small enough portion to make it not
worthwhile for anyone to stop you. Eventually, you have the whole salami.
How can China's neighbors — and the United States — stop this territorial grab? There's a lot of potential
solutions but no simple answer.
One course of action is simply taking China to court. The Philippines has sued China in international
court, claiming the latter is violating its rights under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.
That sounds like a great solution that promises to peacefully resolve things — except that China has
simply ignored the legal proceedings completely. It takes two sides to agree that there's a dispute to solve
— China simply doesn't believe there's a dispute.
A second option is to physically challenge China's new territorial boundaries. These socalled Freedom of
Navigation Operations (FONOPs) typically send air and naval forces to breach — or coming pointedly
close to — the 12mile limit the offending country imposes. The United States and Australia have
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conducted such operations in the South China Sea.
Though this tactic sounds confrontational, there's less to it than meets the eye. Airplanes visit the area for
minutes at a time, and ships for hours or days at the most. Although China has been unhappy with the
FONOPs, it knows planes and ships are only temporary visitors. Eventually they go home, and China is
still there.
Yet another solution might be a diplomatic one. Roundly condemning China for this aggression at the
United Nations and imposing economic sanctions would be a powerful signal. Unfortunately, there is no
chance of this happening: China is a permanent member of the UN Security Council, and would obviously
veto any resolution against it. Economic sanctions are also dead on arrival for another reason: China's
neighbors are economically intertwined with Beijing, meaning that sanctions would harm their own
economies.
There's one sure fire way to get China out of the South China Sea: sailing a fleet up to the islands,
bombarding them with naval guns and missiles, and then landing marines to capture any survivors. This
is the 21st Century, and one would hope that civilized nations are beyond using force to settle disputes.
And yet as we examine the options that Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan, Brunei, Malaysia, and the
United States all have, there is no surefire solution except that ancient one. Unless the diplomats can
reach some sort of equitable agreement on who owns the South China Sea, we may see the rocks flying
sooner than we think.
Possible response options:

● Which of the courses of action explained above do you feel that the USA should take in this
situation?
● Choose any passage and respond to it.
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